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ig happening or small elopement? Two
hundred guests or twenty? Traditional or offbeat? Outdoors? Indoors? Cake? Cupcakes?
With all the details that beg for attention in planning
a wedding, couples need not feel bad for becoming
overwhelmed. What you don’t want is to have stress
over the planning of what should be a glorious day
cause friction before the ink is dry on the invitations.
Wedding shows and expos, with vendors, samples
and displays, have become a big business in recent
years. Here, in one small window of time and under
one roof, are planners, caterers, photographers,
designers, musicians—all the professionals needed to
help with every aspect of decision-making.
Think of our 2019 Winter Wedding Guide as a small
wedding show on paper. Gathered on these pages are
some of the talented, creative professionals in WNC
with the ideas and experience needed to help you pull
off the joyous moment before the ‘happily ever after’.
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Our Blue Ridge Mountains offer a wealth of
possibilities when it comes to venues—summits, views,
waterfalls, barns, meadows and more—with, in many
cases, exceptional event planners on-site to attend
to your every need. WNC is known for its cuisine,
so whether farm-to-table is your thing or an all-out
barbecue fits the bill, caterers are able to provide the
savories, sweets and libations that make the reception
unforgettable.
Besides natural beauty, we’re blessed in this area
with artists who offer beautiful, hand-crafted items
for the new home, personalized paintings of special
moments and keepsakes that incorporate lace and
other elements of the occasion. It is our hope that
you find the information and advertisements helpful
as you plan your own big day. Then, with all the
planning behind you, may you, to borrow and rephrase
the words of F. Scott Fitzgerald, slip briskly into an
intimacy from which you never recover.
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Convenience is Key for Wedding Venues
By Natasha Anderson

O

nce couples commit to tying the knot, their next
big decision is often where to do so. It’s a choice
that affects virtually every aspect of the wedding, from
choosing the date to setting the mood and menu. Though
venue selections are as varied as the couples themselves,
they tend to have two things in common: comfort and

convenience. While a location’s initial appeal is typically
based on style and aesthetics, ease of planning and ability
to accommodate guests’ needs are often factors that seal
the deal.
“Our wedding couples tell us over and over how
important it is that their friends and family are able to
enjoy each other’s company,” says Beverly Gottfried,
owner of The Farm, in Candler. “We’ve invested in
developing an exceptional in-house team because we
understand that guests are best able to make those
connections when they feel seen and cared for.”
Originally a family horse farm, The Farm has evolved
over the past 15 years into an award-winning gathering
place for weddings and other events. The property is ten
miles from downtown Asheville and boasts a rustic yet
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elegant event center, wedding gazebo, extensive lawns
and gardens and comfortable, fully-equipped cabins
and cottages to accommodate up to 38 guests. Wedding
amenities include an ever-expanding inventory of furniture,
service and decorative items, set-up and tear-down of
all equipment, and in-house catering, bartending and
coordination. The Farm Kitchen utilizes fresh ingredients
from the property’s own organic garden to craft
customized menus for
weddings, in-cabin dining,
rehearsal dinners and postwedding brunches that
accommodate a variety
of budgets and food
restrictions.
“Many of our clients
comment on how easy it is
to plan with us, even longdistance,” says Gottfried.
“We guide them through
the process on a wellrehearsed timeline that
allows room for flexibility
and collaboration while
still setting them up to
coast into their wedding
week feeling calm and
ready to celebrate.”
At The Horseshoe
Farm, located on 80 acres
of pristine riverfront land
just outside Asheville,
The Farm. Photo by Fête Photography
couples can book a
Wedding Weekend with
luxury accommodation for up to 44 guests. Multiple indoor
and outdoor wedding and reception venues are on offer,
along with gourmet meals and a rehearsal dinner at The
Silo Cookhouse. Guests can enjoy a variety of recreational
activities, including hiking, yoga, paddle boarding and
making s’mores around a fire pit. The property also
features The Stable Spa, which boasts a full menu of
massages and other wellness treatments. A long list of
concierge services, including grocery delivery, private chef/
catering, flower arrangements, personal shopping, luxury
car and aircraft rentals, equestrian activities and other
excursions ensure a stress-free and entertaining weekend.
For couples taking a do-it-yourself approach to their
special day, Vintage Barn Events in Whittier provides a
convenient option. Rental of the rustic barn covers three
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Above, The Horse Shoe Farm and interior. Photos by Rose Photo. Below, Vintage Barn Events and interior

days of use, allowing a day for set-up and rehearsal before
the event and another for clean-up after. Tables and
décor items, including LED lanterns and string lights, wine
barrels, wagon wheel bars and a kegerator, are provided
at no extra charge. A spacious prep room for caterers and
dressing and sitting areas for the bridal party are located
in the building. The 22-acre property, made up of forest,
rolling meadows and creeks, gives guests an opportunity
to enjoy the outdoors.
“Our couples seem to appreciate our personalized
service,” says owner Susan Lagueux. “They also love the
rustic elegance of the venue and the property surrounding
the barn. It’s such a unique structure that a lot of
additional decorating is not required.”
Pebble Creek Village, in Cashiers, offers vacation
homes, chalets and rooms in a private setting within
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walking distance of the town’s
Band themes.”
main shopping center. “Brides
Events at Isis are catered
and grooms love that they
by the venue’s adjoining
can book the entire property
restaurant, Kitchen 743.
and have all their family and
Headed by chefs Crystal
friends in the same place,”
Garvitte and Erica Rowee,
says Pebble Creek’s cothe kitchen provides an array
manager Lesley Madden. “And
of creative, local and seasonal
guests seem to appreciate
fare. Couples are assisted
the convenience, comfort
with ideas for menu choices
and close proximity between
as well as music and themes.
units, as well as the seamless
“We give personal attention
booking, arrival and departure
to every request and detail,”
processes.”
says Woody.
The property includes
Another West Asheville
a conference and banquet
option is Ambrose West,
center that can be used as a
which opened in February
common meeting area, site
2018. The venue currently
for rehearsal dinner, welcome
houses multiple spaces for
cocktail party or
ceremonies
hospitality room.
and reception
The facility is
festivities and will
equipped with
soon feature an
a full kitchen,
enclosed deck
dining tables and
with a vertical
a sitting area with
garden as well
gas log fireplace.
as a courtyard
Grounds include
with a fire table
creeks, waterfalls,
option. On-site
a lake and walking
parking allows
trails for viewing
easy access for
rhododendron
guests.
and other native
“Ambrose
wildflowers. “The
West is a unique
atmosphere
venue that offers
is laid back at
a close touch
Pebble Creek,”
and personalized
says Madden.
experience,” says
“Guests can just
co-owner and
show up with their
manager Donna
luggage and enjoy
Fox. “Wedding
From top, Simchock Isis Music Hall; Ambrose West stylized wedding at Haywood Hall.
the beautiful
parties can
Photo by JCM Photography
surroundings.”
gather, feast and
Isis Music Hall in West Asheville is a great option for
celebrate with ease right in quirky West Asheville.”
couples who want a themed wedding. The restaurant
A number of group lodging options are available in
and music venue offers two rental spaces: a main hall
Swain and Jackson Counties through Smoky Mountain
with a capacity of 100–400 and an intimate lounge for
Getaways Vacation Rentals. Houses, cabins and chalets
30–75 guests. Each space features a stage, making it
sleeping from two to ten people are located in a variety of
ideal for performances. “We have a carnival-themed
riverfront, mountainside and woodland settings.
wedding coming up with a trapeze artist, magic acts and
Learn more at TheFarmEvents.com, TheHorseShoeFarm.com,
jugglers,” says co-owner Lillianna Woody. “We’re also
MountainBarnEvents.com, Pebble-Creek.com, IsisAsheville.com,
AmbroseWest.com and SmokyMtnGetaways.net.
getting more requests for farm-to-table settings and Big
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